
A DIFFERENT  
KIND OF 
DESK…
ALL ROUND.

Orb
—



In the beginning

Traditionally the rectangular desk was 
designed to mirror the form and structure 
of office buildings that, due to construction 
methods, were typically rectilinear.  More than 
a century on, we are still planning to the same 
grid format. This  becomes problematic for the 
integration of diverse working environments 
that embrace the technological revolution. 

Although it is widely recognised that we 
have moved beyond the ‘industrial age’ to the 
‘knowledge age’, we still seek a solution within 
the workplace to reflect this.

“ Much of human culture 
in terms of shape and 
form is round, the same 
could be said of most 
structures found in 
nature”  
—

“ So why are desks 
rectangular?”
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Introducing  
Orb
—

Work practices have evolved in recent 
years, focusing less on individuals 
performing a task at an assigned 
workstation for a set period of time 
each day. Today’s style of working 
concentrates more on the importance 
of the accumulation and sharing of 
knowledge within a group to achieve 
results. 

Orb allows instant ad-hoc 
configurations between co-workers 
that can often prove the most 
insightful. Creating a structure 
to a space that fosters a fluid 
working style and an environment 
that encourages movement and 
interaction is fundamentally 
important.

Orb is a revolutionary desking solution that 
allows the liberalisation of space through 
360 degree circular worktops. We’re not 
talking about simply cutting corners, far 
from it. Orb’s design provides the optimal 
workspace where it is needed, retiring the 
regimented rectilinear formation.
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Typically in most offices a 
rectangular 6 person bench setup 
can be found, this is the known 
default arrangement.

The Orb desking system can work 
within the same footprint as a 
rectilinear bench setup, requiring no 
additional space.

Orb with a ‘bite’ can be toggled 
onto a circular starter desk to 
offer a reduced footprint without 
compromising user space.

TRADITIONAL RECTANGULAR 

NESTED WORKSTATIONS 

ARRAYS WITH BITE 

4800mm / 180"

4800mm / 180"

4200mm / 156"

After a generation of mobile working, modern thinking encourages more 
collaboration through a return to the office. With this return, comes an 
increase in demand for desk space, the problem businesses now face  
is how to create the illusion of space within the same area?

The value  
of space
—

We need to think differently about 
our approach to space planning.  
Orb has the ability to allow increases 
in occupancy that challenges the 
traditional demarcation of space. 
Working within the same footprint 
as a rectilinear bench formation, Orb 
provides a solution that offers the 
user more personal space. 

As shown in these simple 
illustrations, the end result is 
actually a more compact footprint 
within the building. 
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Efficient arrays can be achieved 
by utilising the ‘bite’ topped desk 
space. With the screen line ‘toggled’ 
towards the user this array permits 
the creation of gentle sweeping 
crescents.

1.  Bite desks in a 
straight array.

2.  Bite desks in a 
curved array.

Individual Orb workstations nested 
together form arrays that can be 
easily rotated to ‘offset’ the screen 
line, giving individuals an enhanced 
sense of place. Utilising this form 
of configuration permits more 
dynamic and varied styles of layout 
than would be possible with a more 
traditional workstation solution.

3.  Full circle 
desks in a 
straight array. 

4.  Full circle 
desks in a 
curved array.

OFFSET

BITE ARRAYS 1.

2.

3.

4.

The centralised structure that supports the Orb work surface makes it 
easy to change the orientation of the workstation, allowing for nested 
workstations to be easily added or even removed as business needs 
change or evolve.

A change  
of rhythm
—

Although circular formations tend 
to lend themselves to clusters, 
intersections don’t necessarily mean 
straight lines. Orb can be toggled to 
create gentle sweeping crescents 
that can assist with space planning 
problems often faced with modern 
architecture. 

The curved formation creates a 
visually interesting layout that offers 
greater freedom and flexibility within 
the space.
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Traditional solutions demand that 
furniture layouts respect the formal 
grid that exists within a building, 
however Orb has the ability to be 
deployed within a workspace as a 
single workstation or configured as 
an array off grid. 

Due to its circular form Orb arrays do 
not clash visually with the existing 
architectural elements of the built 
environment that encapsulates 
them, allowing spaces to be used 
more efficiently but also allowing 
for the creation of alternate working 
spaces away from the desk based 
environment. 
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Typically buildings are built in a rectilinear fashion, and therefore 
furniture for buildings mirrors this form. The desire for industry to 
work in the most efficient manner was prolific in the last century and 
inspired the design of manufacturing production facilities. This led 
directly into the founding principles of office design.

Going  
off grid
—

Traditional solutions demand that 
furniture layouts respect the formal 
grid that exists within a building. 

By going off-grid, Orb has the 
ability to challenge the traditional 
demarcation of space and remove 
the rigid structure so often followed.

THE TRADITIONAL OFFICE — GRID

THE ORB OFFICE — OFF GRID

This is the traditional layout that 
would be typically found in most 
offices, a rectilinear formation that 
follows the architectural flow of  
the building.

Orb challenges the traditional 
office layout, creating deregulated 
workspaces while still maintaining  
a logical rhythm within the space

THE ORB LAYOUT

THE TRADITIONAL LAYOUT

1. 2. 3.

7. 8. 9.

4. 5. 6.

10. 11. 12.
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1.

2.

9.

7.

4.

12.

6.

10.

8.

Orb A different kind of desk… all round



Orb A different kind of desk… all round 15Modern thinking



Orb A different kind of desk… all round 17Modern thinking



Orb is ideal for touchdown areas  
and allows space for a colleague  
or co-worker to work alongside 
during ad-hoc meetings without 
encroaching on personal space. 

Orb encourages multiple occupancy, 
the central column can host 
up to four monitors and power 
modules, making it an ideal 
choice for education and training 
environments.

Orb’s standing height variation 
encourages a change of posture 
which studies show can increase 
individual productivity as well as 
meeting efficiency. 

Orb’s central structure brings 
elements away from the user 
creating more personal space to 
encourage modern working styles 
and enhance productivity.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF COLLABORATION

A DIFFERENT KIND OF LEARNING

A DIFFERENT KIND OF WORKING

A DIFFERENT KIND OF STANDING
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Orb is a free-standing 
circular system ordered 
as a starter desk with the 
option of adding a ‘bite’ 
desk to form a flexible 
space-saving solution.

A standing height 
alternative is available for 
touch down spaces or to 
encourage the variance of 
posture during the working 
day.

The cast base and 
underframe support 
a central aluminium 
extruded column with 
removable covers that 
allow access to internal 
cable management 
facilities if specified.

Let's get 
into some 
detail
—

We go to extraordinary lengths 
to ensure our products are 
the best they can be. All of our 
products are tested to global 
quality standards and all our 
employees undergo regular 
training to ensure these 

standards are constantly met.

PRODUCT

Orb is designed and conforms 
to the following:

BSEN527 Part 1, 2000

BSEN527 Part 2, 2002

BSEN527 Part 3, 2003

BS6396 2008

BSEN9241 Part 5, 1999

BIFMA X5.5

UL Listing

SCA Listing

EPA – Environmental profile 
analysis

Worldwide patent pending 

MATERIALS

Orb has been designed to 
cause minimum impact on 
the environment, being 99% 
recyclable and containing over 
65% of recycled materials.

PLANTS

ISO9001 Quality Assurance

ISO14001 Environmental 
management system

ISO50001 Energy Management

BS OHSAS 18001 Health & 
Safety Standard

FSC Chain of Custody

SCS Indoor Advantage Gold

CERTIFICATIONSTOP SHAPES

DESK HEIGHTS

DESK OVERVIEW

STRUCTURE

Round Starter
Ø1600mm 
Ø60"

Bite Desk
Ø1600mm 
Ø60"

Standing Height
Ø1400mm 
Ø54"

Bite Desk
Ø1400mm 
Ø54"

01  Section aluminium cast base to support column
02  Vertical column extrusions connect to base and top structure 
03  Removable covers allow access to internal optional power units
04  Four section aluminium top support.
05  Lift off cable access lid
06  Central aluminium extruded support post fixed to desk column structure and 

location for power, screens, desk top power, monitors and lights.
07 Horizontal cable channel

SCREENS

Orb has its own range of screens 
utilising an aluminium centre frame 
sandwiched between two outer core 
boards covered in foam and fabric. 
Pinnable and with a distinctive design, 
the screens slide easily into the central 
post and are secured into position. 
Screens are available in two widths to 
suit the standard and bite top shapes  

Standard pen holder

Optional Power Block

Optional Desk Power

06

07

05

04

03

02

01

Round Starter
Ø740mm 
Ø29¼"

Standing Height
Ø1050mm 
Ø41¼"
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Suitable to any environment, 
Orb offers a choice of 15 
standard and 3 optional top 
finishes to specify from. 

All MFCs come with 
complementary edging as 
standard or for something 
different all round there is 
the option of contrast edge 
detailing.

Frame work is available 
in either Black or White 
powder coat.

* Selected models only
 
Matching edge tapes are  
available in all colours

Top of  
the range
—

EXTRAS THE PERFECT FIT

DESKTOP HELP

01.  CPU holder fits directly to cast  
 underframe
02.   Above desk power/powered USB  

 units suitable for use  
 on both low and screen high posts 

03.   Monitor arms slide and easily into  
 central post secure into place

04.    Desk lighting (dual or single)   
connected into top of post  
(dual or slides into posts (single)

Folded steel elements 
are available in a 
range of contemporary 
colours and plastic 
parts are White.

STANDARD TOP FINISHES

Carini Walnut* Mocha Autumn Strata Oak

Maple Highland Oak Beech Winter Oak

Hacienda White* White Light Grey

Denim* Clay* Bordeaux* Lemon Sorbet*

MATT FINISH — GRADE B MFC

Black* Dust Grey* White*

FRAME COLOURS

Black* White* Ply Effect Edging Silver Ply Edging

Binder Holder 

Single Binder Holder Pen Pot
 

There are a variety 
of extras available 
to suit a multitude 
of requirements; the 
central post allows for 
the fitting of desk top 
screens, attachment of 
monitor arms, power or 
lighting solutions. 

A CPU holder can be 
easily integrated and 
fits directly to the 
underframe. 

All components and 
fittings are delivered 
to you in a compact 
arrangement to ensure 
an easy installation. 

CONTRASTING EDGE TAPE
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A new way  
of working
—
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THESENATORGROUP.COM

A change of posture throughout the day has been shown 
to offer health benefits, but also make meetings more 
productive. When we stand, we interact, speak and 
collaborate more efficiently. 

Standing creates a natural sense of urgency towards the 
completion of tasks, which increases our focus; Orb’s 
standing height desk supports this increasingly popular 
workplace dynamic.

Part of TheSenatorGroup
thesenatorgroup.com
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